
  

23rd November 2012 

Works announced on Old Course ahead of 2015 Open 

A number of improvements are being planned to the Old Course to help maintain its challenge for the 
world’s top golfers ahead of the return of The Open Championship to St Andrews in 2015. 

Renowned golf course architect Martin Hawtree was commissioned by St Andrews Links Trust, which 
manages the Old Course and the other six courses at the Home of Golf, and The R&A Championship 
Committee, which organises golf’s oldest major championship, to assess potential changes which would 
enhance the challenge for elite players without unduly affecting club and visiting golfers while remaining 
true to the special character of the Old Course. 

Martin Hawtree’s recommendations have now been agreed by the St Andrews Links Trustees and Links 
Management Committee and The R&A Championship Committee. 

The work is planned to take place in two phases over this winter and next. The first phase involves work 
on the 2nd, 7th, 11th and 17th holes. The second phase will take place in winter 2013/14 with work on 
the 3rd, 4th, 6th, 9th and 15th holes.  

The work will widen the Road Bunker on the 17th hole by half a metre at the right hand side and 
recontour a small portion of the front of the green to enable it to gather more approach shots landing in 
that area.  

A new bunker will be created on the right of the 3rd fairway and another on the left of the 9th fairway 
20 yards short of the green. Bunkers will be repositioned closer to the right edge of the 2nd green and 
the right of the 4th green. A portion of the back left of the 11th green will be lowered to create more 
hole location options. 

Euan Loudon, Chief Executive of St Andrews Links Trust, said, “The Old Course is renowned as one of 
the great Open venues and its continued prominence on the Open roster is crucially important to the 
economy and reputation of St Andrews. The Old Course has evolved over time and the Links Trust is 
delighted to be working with the Championship Committee in order to maintain the challenge of the 
course for elite tournament players and the thousands of golfers who play here each year.”        1 of 3  

 



  

Peter Dawson, Chief Executive of The R&A, said, “We have considered the challenge presented to the 
world’s top golfers by each of The Open Championship venues and carried out a programme of 
improvements over the last ten years. While some holes have been lengthened on the Old Course in 
recent years it has otherwise remained largely unaltered. The Championship Committee felt there was an 
opportunity to stiffen its defences in some places to ensure it remains as challenging as ever to the 
professionals. The proposals from Martin Hawtree should place more of a premium on accuracy and ball 
control while retaining the spirit and character of the Old Course.” 
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The full list of changes is as follows: 

Phase 1 

On the 2nd hole, the two bunkers right and short of the green will be moved closer to the right edge of 
the green. The ground to the right of the green will also be recontoured to create more undulations and 
the width of 3rd tee will be reduced to accommodate this. Two bunkers on the right side of the fairway, 
near the 3rd Championship tee, will be removed. 

On the 7th, the large depression in the landing area of the fairway will be filled in and a slight mound 
created. The area to the right of the green will be remodelled to create more undulations. 

On the 11th, the back left portion of the green will be lowered to create more hole location options. 

On the 17th, the Road Bunker will be widened by half a metre at the right hand side and a small portion 
of the front of the green will be recontoured to enable it to gather more approach shots landing in that 
area. 

Phase 2 

On the 3rd hole, the first fairway bunker on the right will be removed. A new fairway bunker will be 
added into the bank on the right hand side about 275 yards from the Championship tee.  

On the 4th, the acute spur formation on the left hand side of the fairway will be reduced and the bunker 
on the right hand side of the green will be moved closer to its edge. The ground to the back right of the 
green will be recontoured. 

On the 6th, the ground to the right of the green will be recontoured. 

On the 9th, a fairway bunker will be added short and left of the green, about 25 yards to the left and 
diagonally towards the green from the last bunker on the right of the fairway.                      2 of 3 

On the 15th, the ground to the back right of the green will be recontoured to create more undulations. 
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On the 15th, the ground to the back right of the green will be recontoured to create more undulations. 
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Further information: 

Laurie Watson 

External Relations and Media Manager 

St Andrews Links Trust  

Tel: +44 (0)1334 466610 / (0)7919 946064 

Email: laurie.watson@standrews.org.uk 

 

Mike Woodcock 

Media and Editorial Manager 

The R&A 

Tel: +44(0)1334 460000 / +44(0)7584 071246 

Email: MikeWoodcock@randa.org 
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